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Madame Secretary General, Distinguished Representatives of  States, Brothers and 
Sisters of  the Indigenous Communities, my name is Doreen Spence, and I am Executive 
Director of  the Canadian Indigenous Women's Resource Institute. 

I wish to draw your attention to the need for  culturally relevant curriculum within the 
Province of  Alberta and its public and separate school systems for  indigenous children. 

The indigenous traditional way of  education was by story-telling, legends, song, dance, 
and by way of  example, as well as actions, jokes, games, and other shared activities. The 
experience was personal; speaker and listener shared the event. By hearing the stories and 
teachings, listeners felt  the pain, the joy, the victories and the defeats  of  their people, and they 
reached out to one another across generations. 

With the help of  elders, indigenous peoples have struggled to maintain their traditional 
values, language, and knowledge. During more than a century of  aggressive forces  against 
them, they have struggled to preserve their culture and traditions through this means of 
education. 

The Draft  Declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous Peoples confirms  that "indigenous 
children have the right to all levels and forms  of  education of  the State. All indigenous peoples 
also have this right to establish and control their educational systems and institutions, providing 
education in their own languages in a manner appropriate to their cultural methods of  teaching 
and learning." It goes on to say that ''States shall take effective  measures to provide 
appropriate resources for  these purposes." 

Madame Chair, let me draw your attention to the ILO Convention 169, Article 3:1, 
which states, 'Indigenous and Tribal peoples shall enjoy the full  measure of  human rights and 
fundamental  freedoms  without hindrance or discrimination." 

Clearly, Madame Chair, this charter has been violated by the local boards of  education, 
the Province of  Alberta, and the federal  government. I urge the commission to immediately 
implement the mandate of  the various governing bodies that Canada fund  and to follow  the 
recommendations of  Canada's Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples: to provide culturally 
sensitive, relevant curricula developed by Indigenous educators for  all indigenous children; 
and to allocate sufficient  resources to ensure that the indigenous languages will be passed on 
to at least the next seven generations. To educate people of  all ages in a holistic manner; and 
develop aboriginal-controlled education systems, recognized by all levels of  government. 


